
Motion No. 1 presented by the Council of the Kamra tal-Periti – The Urban Challenge 
 
 

Whereas the Council of the Kamra tal-Periti had, on 9th October 2007, approved a Position 
Paper entitled The Urban Challenge: Our Quality of Life and the Built Environment, after 

consultation with the members of the Kamra tal-Periti, 

 
Whereas the document was published and launched on 20th November 2007, and a copy 

presented to Minister George Pullicino, Minister for Rural Affairs and the Environment, in the 
presence of representatives from the Malta Environment and Planning Authority (MEPA), the 

Building Industry Consultative Council (BICC), the Faculty of Architecture and Civil Engineering at 
the University of Malta, the General Retailers and Traders Union (GRTU), a number of 

environmental NGO’s and the press, 

 
 Whereas the document represents another stage in the Kamra’s strategy commenced in 2004 

with the campaign to sensitise public opinion including the presentation of its discussion paper 
called “A National Policy for Architecture in Malta – Is it Worth it?”, in order to place the debate 

on architectural design and quality in the built (and unbuilt) environment high on the national 

agenda, and since the events regularly organised by the Kamra have helped in raising awareness 
of the importance of quality in design as a means of reinforcing national identity and improving 

the quality of life of the citizen, 
 

Whereas the publication of this Policy Paper represents a significant step towards the Kamra’s 
longer term goals of having a National Policy of Architecture adopted by Government and of 

establishing a national Centre for Architecture and the Built Environment including for the 

creation of an Independent Design Review Commission,   
 

Whereas the publication of this document is intended to promote the Kamra’s urgent call for a 
more sustainable development of the built and rural environment and for the endorsement of 

quality in design as an essential tool for the nation’s economic and social development and 

reinforces the belief that quality is essential in adding value to any investment in the country’s 
future more so where the country’s built environment is concerned, since better standards will 

result in a better quality of life for all and an environment better geared to attract investment and 
tourism. 

   

Whereas the Kamra makes several recommendations in this regard, including the better 
protection of the nation’s heritage (built and natural) and the strengthening of the process and 

management of change (planning), which needs to embrace and build on the values inherent in 
the country’s cultural and geopolitical standing in a global society and suggests more focus in our 

education system on encouraging creativity and innovation from as early an age as possible and 
sets an agenda for the renovation of the profession  and, recognises the important contribution 

of all stakeholders,  

 
The Kamra therefore calls on all stakeholders to collectively re-commit to better quality in 
architecture and urban design and to higher standards in the construction of buildings and urban 
spaces for the benefit of the community.  
 

The members of the Kamra tal-Periti during the Annual general Meeting of 7th December 2007, 
expressed their support to this Position Paper and call upon the country’s political parties to 
endorse this document and to include its recommendations within their electoral programme.  

 


