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To support members of the profession in achieving excellence in their
practice of architecture and engineering in the interest of the community




WORLD ARCHITECTURE DAY 2008

World Architecture Day is celebrated internationally on the first Monday in October each year. The intention is to reflect on the state of our towns and cities and to remind the world of its collective responsibility for the future of the human habitat. The United Nations chose the theme of Harmonious Cities to raise awareness about the problems of rapid urbanization, its impact on the environment, the growth of slums, and the urbanisation of poverty as more and more people teem into towns and cities looking for a better life.
The Union of International Architects (UIA) General Assembly in Turin, Italy last July made the decision that the theme for World Architecture Day 2008 is: ‘Child be the Architect of a Better Future’ dedicated to the memory of Giancarlo Ius, former Vice President of Region I, in honour of the song for which he composed the lyrics.
UIA President, Louise Cox, stated in a recent press-release that “we are all born with an innate sense of colour, form and design – as we can see from the work our children produce. We can be trained to understand how to live a sustainable life in a sustainable environment. So why is it that when we grow into adults, we allow our towns and cities to be disfigured by some truly awful buildings and insensitive urban planning? It is no use blaming the politicians and assessors who approve these blots on our collective landscape. We as a community must also take responsibility for the urban crimes committed in our name. The World Day of Architecture is a wonderful opportunity for the whole community to celebrate the good things our architects are doing, take cognisance of what our children think –and they do think and have great ideas- and to develop all these ideas that will help us all achieve our vision of a green, global and connected city.”
During the last few years, the KTP has embarked on a mission to increase the national awareness on the value of our quality of life in Malta. Education has always been very high on its agenda. In its recent publication, “The Urban Challenge”, the Kamra emphasises that “Our children deserve a sound education in design and innovation, starting at an early age, not simply to raise the cultural (and scientific) awareness of our citizens but also to engender a culture of creativity and independent thinking which stimulates pride in one’s own work, and where quality has value.”

It is for this reason that the KTP recently set up an Architecture and Children program with the aim to include Architecture in the school curriculum in order to show young people what makes good Architecture and a Sustainable environment. It also organises events such as the Children’s Workshop which is held within a series of events entitled Time for Architecture.

Time for Architecture is back, with the fourth edition being held this October. T4A4 will run from Monday 6th October, which marks World Architecture Day, until Saturday 18th October, with a number of architectural events, focusing on Architecture of the Modern Movement. In the last decades, the architectural heritage of the modern movement appeared more at risk than during any other period. Many modern masterpieces have already been demolished or have changed beyond recognition. This was mainly due to the fact that many were not considered to be elements of heritage, that their original functions have substantially changed and that their technological innovations have not always endured long-term stresses. 
Events include a tour around a number of these buildings, namely Balluta Buildings, White Rocks Complex, Mellieha Holiday Complex and the Manikata Church, among others. This guided tour will be hosted by Dr. Conrad Thake and will take place on Sunday 12th October.  Once again, a Landscape Seminar organised by the Anhalt University of Applied Science, will form part of the T4A programme and will take place on Friday 10th October at the Aula Magna in Valletta. The film “The Fountainhead” will be screened at St. James Cavalier on Wednesday 15th October. The Children’s Workshop will take place at St. James Cavalier on Saturday 18th October, and will feature the Giancarlo Ius’ song, a video of which may be viewed on www.ktpmalta.com. 
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