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The Time for  Architecture (T4A) events in October 
2005 brought a new focus to architecture in Malta. It 
was also the first of a number of initiatives aimed at 
reconciling Architecture with its proper context of cul-
ture and distancing it from the vulgar  image of unbr i-
dled development some have come to associate it  
with. 

Encouraged by the energy behind T4A, the first steps 
were made in establishing a website to host an ongo-
ing architectural debate. The idea was born in the 
haze of inebr iation dur ing one of the legendary SACES 
Chr istmas parties several years ago. Two newly gradu-
ated architects discussed a website’s potential to pro-
mote architectural discourse and coined the unlikely 
name which appears to have remained with us.  

The website is envisaged as a p latform for  architec-
tural debate pr imarily focusing on the Maltese Islands 
and seeks to attract the involvement of all those with 
an interest in the quality of our  built environment. In 
broad terms, the goal of the website is to provide a 
venue for  and encourage users to engage in architec-
tural debate with the aim of stimulating a collective 
effort to produce a higher quality bui lt environment. 

The website’s main feature wi ll be a Forum where a 
topic of discussion wi ll be f loated for  debate. Users 
can discuss this topic and also propose other topics for 
discussion. The website wi ll also feature polls, inter-
views, a bulletin board and a space for  photos of  
buildings that merit comment.  
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In an article featured in The Times on the 2nd of  
February, KTP expressed its concern regarding 
the fact that there exists an open space in S liema 
which, as a result of bad p lanning, has been en-
croached upon and subsequently muti lated. 

One such example, is St. Anne’s Square, which in 
the mid-19th Century, boasted  a strategic pivot 
between The Strand and Tower Road. The demise 
of this much- loved urban space came with the 
uncontrolled development of the permanent com-
mercial outlets that one sees today. 

SAVING PUBLIC SPACES 

EUROPEAN SOCIAL FUND 

KTP placed an application for  the ESF 2004-2006, 
one of the four Structural Funds made avai lab le 
to the European Union. Further details wi ll be 
forwarded to members once the outcome of this 
application is known. 

Two half-day seminars were organized by KTP on the  
8th and 9th February. Three local insurance brokers, 
together with their  foreign representatives, gave 
presentations to the KTP counci l and to the Profes-
sional Practice Standing Committee, outlining their  
views of the best PI policy for  the members of our  
profession. 

KTP Council feels that the notion of insur ing against 
r isks should cover all aspects of the building process 
and not just the per it’s services. More specifically,  
insur ing the Works (Employer), CAR (Contractor’s 
r isks), third party liability and PII should be consid-
ered together and not separately.  

KTP is currently review-
ing the options put for-
ward in order to choose 
the best way forward. 
More information will 
be available in KTP 
NEWS in the next issues. 

KTP SEMINAR — PROFESSIONAL INDEMITY 

ARCHITECTURE IN MALTA DURING THE BRITISH  
COLONIAL PERIOD(1800-1964) 
This lecture wi ll be presented by Conrad Thake at the 
Music room, St James Cavalier, Valletta on the 15th 
March 2006 at 7.00pm, and wi ll be organised by the Br it-
ish Cultural Association and sponsored by MidSea Books 
publishers. Copies of the book, Malta - War & Peace: an 
Architectural Chronicle 1800-2000 co-authored by Conrad 
Thake and Quentin Hughes wi ll be on sale. All per iti and 
members of the pub lic are invited to attend. 

EUROPEAN PRIZE FOR URBAN PUBLIC 
SPACE 2006 
“The fourth award of the Prize is now an-
nounced in keeping with the aim of high-
lighting and making known the major works 
of creating and remodelling public spaces 
that have been completed in Europe be-
tween 2004 and 2005.” 
Deadline: 15th March 2006 
www.urban.cccb.org 

KTP NOTICE-BOARD 

MEPA E-APPLICATIONS 

MEPA will be launching an E-Applications system 
on their  website at the end of Apr il. KTP, to-
gether with MEPA officials, wi ll be organizing a 
presentation for  all per iti on Wednesday 15th 
March at 3pm at MEPA, Chairman’s Block. 
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