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In a press release issued on 
23rd March, the Kamra tal-
Perit i st rongly condemned the 
demolit ion of a substant ial part  
of  the Qala primary school in 
connect ion with a project  for a 
new facilit y for the Inst itute of 
Tourism Studies, undertaken by 
the Minist ry for Gozo and ut ilis-
ing European Union Funds. 

The matter was featured in a 
number of  newspapers. On the 
25t h of March, The Times pub-

lished an art icle “ Demolit ion of 
architectural gem start s”  while 
The Malta Independent  carried 
an item t it led “ Chamber of 
Architects condemns demoli-
t ion of school in Qala” .          

On the 26t h, MaltaToday carried 
an art icle in two parts, with 
the t it les “ Auditor accuses 
MEPA of  ‘ gross act  of  vandal-
ism’  in Qala school”  and 
“ Planning Authority failing in 
it s dut ies.”  

The Kamra tal-Perit i st rongly 
condemns this vandalist ic act , 
taken in def iance of st rong ob-
j ect ions made by the heritage 
authorit ies within MEPA, de-
spite which planning permis-
sion was granted last  year. Fur-
thermore, MEPA’s own Audit  
Off icer prepared a damning 
report  as recent ly as last  
month, which called, for the 
immediate issuance of an 
Emergency Conservat ion Order. 

It  is ironic, indeed sad, that , 
while Malta is t rying to diver-
sify it s tourism st rategy by pro-
mot ing cultural heritage, the 
Gozo Minist ry, in this instance, 
is dest roying cultural heritage 
to t rain tourism employees. 

Have your say on this issue in 
t he  on l i ne  f o r um  at  
www.thebluebucket .org 
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